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®apid Qransit Qeview

' US Transit Growth
Despite Funding Cuts

The prospect that US urban rail systems will continue to enjoy robust
growth over much of the next decade seems surprisingly good. This is
despite the fact that only two years ago, the conservative Republican
Congress was hostile to urban tmnszt and there was a threat to transit
fundmg Sfrom a strong dnve fo ‘reduce the fedeml defi cit.

William D Middleton

Y FAR the largest US network
expansion i in- San Francisco,
where Bay Area Rapid Tramsit
District (Bart) is completing three major

extensions that will add almost 36km of line

arid five new stations to the 115km regional
metro by the end of the year. Bart opened an
initial section of a 12.6km extension to the
Concord Line from Concord to North Con-
cord/Martinez in December 1995. The next
section is scheduled to open to Pittsburg/
Bay Point this autumn, This will coincide
with the opening of a 20.6km branch off the
Fremont Line at Bay Fair to stations at
Castro Valley and East Dublin/Pleasanton
in Alameda County.

A 26km extension opened in February -

from Daly City south to Colma, in northern
San Mateo County. Bart plans to begin
construction this autumn of a 12.9km
 extension from Colma south to San Francis-
co International Airport, which should open
by 2000.
" Barly next year, San Francisco Municipal
Railway will open a 3.2km addition to its
Muni Metro light rail network from the

-Bart services will be extended to Pittsburngay Point this autumn.
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-Corridor light rail line

present city-centre underground terminal to
a new turnback facility on The Embarcadero
and a new terminal at Sixth and Berry
streets. By 2000, Muni should also complete
an B4lkm extension that will take its new
historic streeicar F Line along The Embar-
cadero to Fisherman's Wharf, and it is
planning a Muni Metro light rail extension
in the Third Street/Bayshore corridor that
could open as early as
2001
Sacramento’s”
Regional Transit
District plans to com-
plete a 3.7km exten-
sion of its Folsom

to Mather Field Road | -
by late next year, '
while a planned
10.1km South Corri-;
dor. Line could open
by about 2000.

In San Jose, Santa |
Clara County Transit |. -
District is ready to |
begin construction of |
an 11.3km initial seg- -

ment of the Tasman Corridor extension to
its Guadalupe Corrider light rail line which

. should begin operating to Mountain View by

2000,
In Los Angeles, Metropolitan Transpor-

tation Authority (MTA) opened a 3.2km,

three-station extension to the Red Line metro
from Westlake/MacArthur Park to Wilshire/
Western in July, MTA plans to add another

© 7.6km to the Red Line by 1999, extending it

to Hollywood Boulevard/Vine Street. The
entire 37.7km, 22-station Red Line is due for
completion early in the next decade.

MTA has begun cobstruction of the
22km Blue Line light rail line that should
begin operating between Union Station and
Pasadena in 2001. The new line will not
be connected to the existing Blue Line to
Long Beach as this terminates at Meiro

LOS ANGELES

Two extensions to LA’s three-line network are under construction.
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Santa Clara is ready to extend the initial LRT line in San Jose.

Center Passengers will have to use the Red
Line to bridge the gap.

San Diego County’s Metropohtan Tran
-sit. Development Board (MTDB) opened an
addition to its growing regional light rail
system on June 16, with a 5.1km extension of

the North-South line to Old Town San Diego. -

MTDB expects to open the 9.8km Mission

Valley West Line by late 1997. MTDB is -

studying a Mission Valley East line to link
its North and East lines. Other lines are
proposed which could expand. the network
to about 110km by 2010

Paclflc Northwest

In Oregon, construction is well advanced
on the Tri-County Metropolitan Transporta-
tion District’s 29km Westside light rail line
that- should begin operating west from
Portland to Hillsboro in 1998. Tri-Met

corridor that could add 40km to.the LRT
network, extending north from Clackamas

Oounty through. central Portland to Vancou— :

ver in Washmgton state,

Residents in the Puget ‘Sound area of
Washington state will vote in November on

a regional transit plan that calls for 40km of
light rail lines to be b i
Tacoma

Inland SGhemes -

Metropolltan Atlanta Rap1d ’I‘rans1t-

Authority ' (Marta) opened its new 12km,
three-station North Line on June 8, in plenty

of time for the traffic boom generated by the

Olympic Games in July.
Marta expects to begin constructmn
before the end of the year of a 3.2km

extension of its North Line to North Sprmgs

Wh1ch should open in 2000, .

On July 10, Greater Cleveland Regional - -

Tranmt Authority (RTA) opened its 3.5 km,
four-station Waterfront. light rail line, which

extended service from the Tower City Center -
station 10 a growing sports and entertain- - L2

in Seattle and -4

~ ment district in time to handle record
‘crowds attending festivities celebrating the
. ¢ity's bicentennial.

Pittsburgh’s Port Authority Transit is
completing studies for a proposed 11.3km
Spine Line LRT route linking the centre of
Pittsburgh with areas to the north and east.

" St Louis’ popular MetroLink light rail

line is being extended 28km east into St

" Clair County, Illinois, from East St Louis,
with service scheduled to begin in 2001, and

studies have begun for planned lines in three

o other corridors,

_“New Orleans Regional Transit Author-

ity is studying both a 13. Skm Canal Street
-rail line and a new lirié that would restore

_service on the famous Desire route in the
French Quarter.

St Louis ls-extending its LRT hne east mto St Clair County.

Memphis Area Trans1t Authority. plans
to open a 3.7km Riverfront Loop addifion to
its Main Street Trolley light rail line next
year.

Denver's Regional Transportation Dis-
trict has begun final design for a 14km
Southwest Corridor project that should
extend its Central Corridor light rail line to
Englewood and Littteton by 2000.

Utah Transit Authority is due to begin
consiruction next year of a 24km light rail
line in Salt Lake City. It should open to
Sandy by the end of 2000.

East Coast Projects

New ]e:rsey"l'“ransit is béginning construc-
tion of an initial 16km Bayonne-Hoboken

| Federal Funding

should complete environmental studies-early
next year for a projected South/North. rail

HILE local fundmg, and some
federal support, is already in
. place for many transit projects,
~most. are likely to materialise only if
" federal capital support remains strong

|:-Although -this seemed unlikely - in- the

- aftermath of the conservative Republican
* take-over of the Congress in 1994, and the
budget balancmg emphas1s that followed ;

- Appropriations Subcommittee concerned

-at $US 331 million abdve the 1956 level.

Remains Vital

would represent a $US 245 million in-
crease over the previous year.

In June, the House Appropriations
Transportation Subcommittee recom-
mended 1997 funding equal to the pre-
vious year, while in mid-July the Senate

with transportation recommended funding
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